




THE GREETING  
 

THE OPENING HYMN 
 

ñA Hymn of Glory Let Us Singò - LSB 493 

 

THE INVOCATION 

P:  We celebrate in victory today in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand. Alleluia, alleluia! 

And with His faithful follôwers see their Lord ascend in majesty. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

To them the shining angels cry, 

ñWhy stand and gaze upon the sky?ò Alleluia, alleluia! 

ñThis is the Savior,ò thus they say;  

ñThis is His glorious triumph day!ò 

 Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

ñYou see Him now, ascending high 

Up to the portals of the sky.ò Alleluia, alleluia! 

ñHereafter Jesus you shall see returning in great majesty.ò 

 Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we  

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

It is not over. 
Easter is not over. 
Christôs mission is 
not over. Peace 
and pardon are 
not over. Even as 
we gather to 
commemorate the 
ascension of our 
Lord, nothing ends 
today. It is not as 
if Christ ascends 
to heaven and 
takes all His 
blessings with 
Him! This world 
remains forever 
marked by His 
grace and love. 
And now, reigning 
over all things, our 
ascended Lord 
intercedes for us 
at His Fatherôs 
right hand. Christ 
remains present 
for us in His Word 
and Sacraments, 
and Christôs Body, 
the church, 
continues the 
joyful 
proclamation that 
Christ is risen, and 
indeed, He is 
coming again! 
 
ñThe early               
Christian Church 
devoted  
themselves  
to the apostlesô 
teaching, and  
to the fellowship, 
to the breaking  
of bread, and  
to prayer.ò  
Acts 2:42 
 
 
 
 
P=Pastor 
C=Congregation 
 
In the 
Invocation, we 
"invoke" Godôs 
presence by            
repeating the       
name in which 
we were 
baptized by the 
Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 



THE CONFESSION AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

[You are invited to kneel.] 

P: Blessed Lord God, King of the universe, You rule and reign over all things. 

C: And yet, we arrogantly elevate ourselves above others and above You. 

P: You sent Your Son, Jesus, as a model of humility, as a servant of all. 

C: And yet, we neglect the needs of others and prioritize our interests above 

Yours. 

P: Jesus became human like us in all respects. 

C: And yet, we refuse to see othersô struggles, withholding our affection and 

sympathy. 

P: Christ offered Himself as our substitute, giving His very life for us. 

C: And yet, we stubbornly and selfishly hoard our gifts from others and from 

You. 

P: Now exalted above all things, it is at the name of Jesus that every knee should 

bow. 

C: And yet, itôs our heartôs sinful condition to seek its own glory. 

P: We confess our sins: 

C: Forgive our sins, O Lord. Make our ambitions model those of our Savior, 

Jesus, that our words and deeds might confess that He is Lord, to the glory 

of Your name. Amen. 

P:Our Lord Jesus Christ, having all authority in heaven and on earth, has given 

Himself for you. Bearing the marks of His sacrifice in His own body, He has 

made a place for you in eternal glory. In the stead and by the command of Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.        C: Amen. 
 

THE KYRIE 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

In the 
Confession, we 
bare our souls 
before the Lord,     
admitting our 
sins and 
accepting                 
responsibility 
for the harm 
they caused in 
our 
relationships 
with God and 
with each other.  
(1 John 1:8-9) 
Rom. 3:23)  
 
The pastor then 
speaks God's 
Word to give 
the forgiveness 
Jesus won for 
us on the cross.  
(John 20:23) 
 
 
 
The Kyrie is a 
Greek word   
meaning ñO 
Lord.ò It is a 
cry to the Lord 
for help and 
strength. In 
ancient times, 
the crowds 
would shout, 
ñLord, have  
mercyò as the 
king entered 
their town.     
 
The church has 
taken over this 
prayer to greet 
its King, Jesus 
Christ, in the 
church service. 
As the people 
long ago                  
expected help 
from their king, 
so we 
Christians 
expect blessings 
from our 
Savior. 



 

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

In the Kyrie we  
ask God for 
those things 
that only He 
can give. As we 
prayerfully sing 
the Kyrie, we  
recognize our 
dependence 
upon God for 
the greatest gift 
of all-the 
forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
 
 
 
 
When we sing 
the Hymn of 
Praise, we join 
the ranks of the 
angels in 
heaven and the 
militant 
Christian 
church on 
earth, lining up 
behind Jesus to 
go into battle 
against the 
powers of hell 
itself. One of 
the best ways to 
defeat the devil 
and his legions 
is to sing 
praises to God 
and proclaim 
Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of 
God, who takes 
away the sin of 
the world, who 
is now seated at 
the right hand 
of the Father in 
power.  
 
ñThis is the 
Feastò 
is based on  
Rev. 5:12-13. 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O ascended Lord Jesus, You promise to not leave Your disciples 

as orphans, for as You ascended into heavenly glory, so You shall return. Meet 

us here also in Word and Sacrament, that we might never doubt Your presence 

nor our place in Your eternal kingdom, for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.      

 

THE FIRST LESSON - Acts 1:4-11 
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, ñyou heard from me; 5 for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.ò 6So when they had come together, they asked him, ñLord, will you at 

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?ò 7He said to them, ñIt is not for you to 

know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.ò 
9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he 

went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, ñMen of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.ò  

 
 

THE GRADUAL  

P: God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;* 

C: And those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 

P: As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive | them away;* 

C: As wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall perish be- | fore God! 

P: But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God;* 

C: They shall be jubilant | with joy! 

P: Sing to God, sing praises | to his name;* 

C: Lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; his name is the Lord; 

exult be- | fore him! 

P: Father of the fatherless and protector of | widows* 

C:  Is God in his holy habi- | tation. 

In the Collect,  
The pastor and                 
congregation           
greet each  
other as the 
angel greeted 
Mary at her 
annunciation. 
(Luke 1:28) 
 
The phrase  
also indicates 
the special  
relationship 
between the                    
pastor and the                           
congregation. 
 
We call this      
prayer a 
"Collect"  
because it  
collects the 
themes of the  
lessons and 
puts them into a 
prayer. 
 
 
The First  
Lesson is taken 
from a book  
of the New  
Testament, and 
is found on 
page 909 in the 
pew Bible. It      
coordinates 
with the Gospel.  
 
The Gradual is 
taken from 
Psalm 68, found 
on page 481 in 
the pew Bible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to pros- | perity,* 

C: But the rebellious dwell in a | parched land. 

P: O God, when you went out before your | people,* 

C: When you marched through the | wilderness, 

P: The earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One 

of | Sinai,* 

C: Before God, the God of | Israel. 

P: Rain in abundance, O God, you | shed abroad;* 

C: You restored your inheritance as it | languished; 

P: Your flock found a dwell- | ing in it;* 

C: In your goodness, O God, you provided for the | needy. 

 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON - Ephesians 1:15-23 
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope 

to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 

saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And 

he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

 

 

THE GOSPEL VERSE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Epistle           
Lesson is                       
generally from    
St. Paulôs 
letters, and is 
found on page 
972 in the pew 
Bible. We may 
read through an 
entire book 
over several 
weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel 
Verse may 
change  
weekly or the  
ordinary verse 
is from John 
6:68.      
 
We rise for the              
Holy Gospel  
as we would 
stand for Jesus 
Himself, since 
the Gospel  
is His living 
Word to us. 



THE HOLY GOSPEL - Luke 24:36-53 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and 

said to them, ñPeace to you!ò 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought 

they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, ñWhy are you troubled, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch 

me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.ò 
40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while 

they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, ñHave you 

anything here to eat?ò 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and 

ate before them. 44 Then he said to them, ñThese are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses 

and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.ò 45 Then he opened their minds 

to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, ñThus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the 

promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.ò 50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 

hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

WE CONFESS OUR FAITH - The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

The Holy  
Gospel is  
selected                  
according to              
the season or 
festival Sunday         
of the Church  
Year, and is 
found on page 
885 in the pew 
Bible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We respond to 
the reading of 
the Gospel              
with an  
acclamation  
of praise, and 
confessing our 
Christian faith. 
 
The Apostlesô 
Creed dates 
from about 75 
AD and was 
used in the     
instruction of 
those to be                 
baptized. We 
are confessing 
our personal 
faith.  



He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of  

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE CHILDRENôS TIME - ñJesus Loves the Little Childrenò 

THE SERMON HYMN  
 

ñOn Christôs Ascension I Now Buildò - LSB 492 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Children's 
Time: We  
invite children 
of all ages to 
come forward 
for the  
Childrenôs 
Time.   
A childrenôs 
song is sung 
that is based on 
the theme of the 
day.  
  
 
 
 
The Sermon 
Hymn may                
coordinate with 
the Gospel   
lesson, or with 
the pastorôs  
sermon topic.  
 
Today we                   
celebrate the                                      
ascension of 
our Lord on the                 
fortieth day 
after His 
resurrection.  
We rejoice that 
Jesus rules in  
power at God's 
right hand and 
sends us His 
Spirit, the  
Comforter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus loves the little children,  

 all the children of the world. 

Every color, every race,  

 all are covered by His grace. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

Jesus loves the little children,  

 all the children of the world. 

May they feel Him every day, guiding them along the way. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=whole+world+in+his+hands+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=A9704755260A5947D22DFD247F1C5C28BD7DC70C&selectedIndex=10&ccid=ofySEuL%2f&simid=607985985148290180&thid=OIP.Ma1fc9212e2ff3d5634d78308ea96711do0


THE SERMON - ñJesus Is Really Alive!ò - Luke 24:39 

1. It is hard to believe Jesus loves us so much. 

2. It is hard to believe that there is life after death. 

3. These two truths make all the difference is our lives. 

 

WE RESPOND TO GODôS TEACHING  

 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 

THE ANTHEM ñThatôs How Much I Love Youò 

The Sermon                 
applies Godôs 
Word to our 
lives and helps 
to equip us to 
fulfill our 
baptismal              
calling to new              
life in Christ. 
 
The pastor 
preaches both 
the LAW (Godôs       
judgment on 
our sin), and 
the GOSPEL 
(Godôs love and        
forgiveness for 
our sins). We 
then share the 
same grace 
with those 
around us,  
as well as the 
Good News of 
salvation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the                     
Offering 
Prayer, we ask 
all of those 
present to 
please fill out 
an attendance 
card.    
 
If you are a 
guest with us 
today, please 
fill out the front 
and back of the 
card. If you 
have any 
special prayer 
requests, you 
will find a 
space for this 
on the back of 
the card. Thank 
you. 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 

Praise Him above, ye heavônly host! 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen! 

I died for you.  

I came to the world as a sacrifice 

To show you what you really mean to Me 

I cried for you. 

I hung on the cross so you wouldn't have to 

I made a way to set your spirit free. 

 

Chorus: That's how much I love you 

  That's how much I want you 

  I gave up my own life that you might live 

  That's how much I love you 

  That's how much I want you to see 

  You are My child and you mean so much to Me 

 

I gave you the stars 

The sun, the moon, yes I went that far 

So no matter where you go you think of Me 

The mountains fair 

The beautiful oceans are there 

To remind you that I can satisfy your every need. Chorus 

 

That's how much I love you 

That's how much I want you to see 

You are My child and you mean so much to Me 



THE PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION AND CHURCH 

P: Gracious Lord, we praise You for the blessings You bestow on us daily. 

We feel Your love and care all around us. We come before You now humbly 

in prayer, laying our concerns at Your feet.  

C: May You grant to us what we truly need, forgiveness, life, and salvation, 

through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

P: God of life and peace, You gave us the Bible for us to know that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in His name.  

C: Give to each of us a zeal for studying and learning Your Word. Bless and 

give the guidance of Your Holy Spirit to those who preach and teach. May 

we joyfully together proclaim that Jesus is our Lord, and our God.  

P: There is one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ, who 

ascended to His Father, and who makes intercession for us. 

C: Ascended Christ, we long to be with You. Draw us to Your Word and feed 

us by Your Sacrament, that You may keep us in faith until the day of 

Your returning. We pray hear us, Lord Jesus. 

P: Ascended Christ, You have reclaimed Your rightful place as ruler of the 

nations. Bless our world with peaceable leaders and citizens who pursue the 

common good.  

C: Ascended Christ, Your heart remains with the humble. Give holy purpose 

to all who serve, particularly those who go unnoticed. Be their strength 

and satisfaction. We pray hear us, Lord Jesus.  

P: Ascended Christ, You answer the fears of the lonely with the promise,  ñI am 

with you always.ò Be a comfort to those who feel isolated and alone. Heal 

those who struggle in body or spirit, drawing near with Your mercy.  

C: Ascended Christ, just as You brought heavenôs goodness to lowly men, so 

also You make a place for humanity in eternal glory. Bring comfort to 

those who grieve the death of loved ones, and reassure them that You have 

opened paradise to all who believe. We pray hear us, Lord Jesus.  

P: There is one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ. Hear us, 

Lord Jesus, that our Father may answer us according to the riches of Your 

mercy and grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is one of 
the marks of the          
congregation 
gathered in  
worship,  
according to  
Acts 2:42.  
 
Here the                           
congregation,  
established and 
gathered by 
God according 
to His purpose, 
agrees together 
on earth that it 
may be done for 
them by the 
Father in 
heaven. 
 
More prayer              
requests are  
found in the  
Announcement 
Guide. Please  
take them with 
you to use for 
your prayer 
time this week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORDôS PRAYER (sung) 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen.  

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. He it is who has bestowed on us life and health and 

salvation through His innocent suffering and death and His victorious 

resurrection. Gathered now on this Lord's Day and in His name, we ask that 

Your Holy Spirit keep us strong in the full Gospel message of life in Your name 

so that we may freely share this with all we meet.  

 

THE MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE 

 

The Lord's 
Prayer is the 
prayer Jesus 
taught to His  
disciples and to 
us in His Word. 
(Matthew 6:9-
13 and Luke 
11:2-4) 
   
Think about 
Godôs priorities 
for you and 
others as  
revealed in the 
Lordôs Prayer, 
and take some 
opportunities 
this week to 
pray on them 
more. Take the 
Amen as a 
chance to get 
up and turn 
them  
into action.  
  
Then follows  
the Aaronic  
Benediction in 
which the Lord 
recognizes us 
as His people,  
putting His 
name on us, 
and  
fulfilling all  
promises in His 
name.  
(Numbers 6:24-
25; Matt. 18:19
-20) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN ñIôll Fly Awayò 

THE POSTLUDE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We enter to 
pray and praise 
and we leave 
with a renewed  
commitment  
to serve and 
witness! 
 
You are 
welcome to take 
this bulletin 
home and use it 
for personal  
devotions this 
week. 
Otherwise, we 
ask that you 
return it to an 
usher.  
Thank you! 
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