
PRESERVICE MUSIC - recordings, [countdown ends] 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME ï Joseph 
 

WORSHIP SONG - ñSoul on Fireò - Joseph leads   

 

INVOCATION  

P: We begin in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

P:  The Lord be with you.    C:  And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O ascended Lord Jesus, You promise to not leave Your disciples as 

orphans, for as You ascended into heavenly glory, so You shall return. Meet us here 

also in Word and Sacrament, that we might never doubt Your presence nor our place  

 in Your eternal kingdom, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

 one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Chorus:  God I'm running for Your heart, 

   I'm running for Your heart, 'til I am a soul on fire. 

   Lord I'm longing for Your ways, 

   I'm waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire. 

   ('Til I am a soul on fire) 

Chorus 
  

Lord restore the joy I had. I have wandered bring me back. 

In this darkness lead me through until all I see is You yeah. Chorus 
  

Lord let me burn for You again. Let me return to You again. 

And Lord let me burn for You again. And let me return to You again. Chorus  
  

God I'm running for Your heart, I'm running for Your heart 

'Til I am a soul on fire. 'Til I am a soul on fire.  'Til I am a soul on fi~re. 

 

Lead 

 

 

All 

 

 

 

Harmony 

 

 



CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION  

P: Blessed Lord God, King of the universe, You rule and reign over all things. 

C: And yet, we arrogantly elevate ourselves above others and above You. 

P: You sent Your Son, Jesus, as a model of humility, as a servant of all. 

C: And yet, we neglect the needs of others and prioritize our interests above Yours. 

P: Jesus became human like us in all respects. 

C: And yet, we refuse to see othersô struggles, withholding our affection and 

sympathy. 

P: Christ offered Himself as our substitute, giving His very life for us. 

C: And yet, we stubbornly and selfishly hoard our gifts from others and from You. 

P: Now exalted above all things, it is at the name of Jesus that every knee should bow. 

C: And yet, itôs our heartôs sinful condition to seek its own glory. 

P: We confess our sins: 

C: Forgive our sins, O Lord. Make our ambitions model those of our Savior, Jesus, 

that our words and deeds might confess that He is Lord, to the glory of Your 

name. Amen. 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, having all authority in heaven and on earth, has given Himself 

for you. Bearing the marks of His sacrifice in His own body, He has made a place for 

you in eternal glory, declaring your sins forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE - òThis is Our Godò - Joseph leads 

 

 

 

 

 
Lead 

All 

Harmony 

Backup 

Remember those walls that we called sin and shame 

They were like prisons that we couldnôt escape 

But He came, and He died, and He rose. Those walls are rubble now 

Remember those giants we called death and grave 

They were like mountains that stood in our way 

But He came, and He died, and He rose. Those giants are dead now 

 

Chorus 

This is our God, this is who He is~ He loves us 

This is our God, this is what He does~ He saves us 

He bore the cross, beat the grave 

Let heaven and earth proclaim. This is our God, King Jesus 



 

 

FIRST LESSON - Acts 1:4-11 
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 

for the promise of the Father, which, he said, ñyou heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.ò 6So when 

they had come together, they asked him, ñLord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 

to Israel?ò 7He said to them, ñIt is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 

fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.ò 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, ñMen of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.ò  
 

      P:  This is the Word of the Lord.                        C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Remember that fear that took our breath away 

Faith so weak that we could barely pray 

But He heard, every word, every whisper 

Now those altars in the wilderness 

Tell the story of His faithfulness 

Never once, did He fail, and He never will -> Chorus 
 

Who pulled me out of that pit? He did, He did. 

Who paid for all of our sin? Nobody but Jesus. 

Who pulled me out of that pit? He did, He did! 

Who paid for all of our sin? Nobody but Jesus! 
 

Who rescued me from that grave? Yahweh, Yahweh. 

Who gets the glory and praise? Nobody but Jesus. 

Who rescued me from that grave? Yahweh, Yahweh! 

Who gets the glory and praise? Nobody but Him! -> Chorus 
 

He bore the cross! Beat the grave! Let heaven and earth proclaim 

This is our God! King Jesus 



EPISTLE LESSON - Ephesians 1:15-23 
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 

are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. offense.ò  
 

    P: This is the Word of the Lord.                         C:Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL - Luke 24:36-53 
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 

them, ñPeace to you!ò 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 

spirit. 38 And he said to them, ñWhy are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 

hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 

does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.ò 40 And when he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 

marveling, he said to them, ñHave you anything here to eat?ò 42 They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 44 Then he said to them, ñThese are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in 

the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.ò 45 Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, ñThus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.ò 
50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While 

he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.            C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 



WORSHIP SONG - ñI Believeò - James leads 

SERMON - ñWhile He Blessed Themò - Rev. Matthew A. Lee 

 

 

OFFERING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Lead 

All 

Harmony 

I believe there is one salvation, one doorway that leads to life 

One redemption, one confession. I believe in the name of Jesus Christ (hey!) 

I believe in the crucifixion, by His blood I have been set free 

I believe in the resurrection. Hallelujah, His life is deathôs defeat 
 

Chorus: All praise to God the Father. All praise to Christ the Son 

    All praise to-the Holy Spirit. Our God is Three in One! 

    The King who was and is and evermore will be 

    In Jesus' mighty name, I believe  
 

(I believe-I believe!) 

I believe in the hope of heaven. Heôs preparing a place for me 

Far beyond what hearts imagine, ears have heard or eyes have seen 

I believe that, day is coming, Heôs returning to claim His bride 

Light the altar, keep it burning, see the Lamb who rose a roaring Lion! 
 

Chorus 
 

(Oh, I believe in You) 

No, Iôll never be ashamed, of-the gospel of Jesus Christ 

How could-I ever walk-away, from the One who saved my life -> Repeat 
 

Chorus -> Chorus  (ñ...our God has overcome!ò) 

In Jesus' mighty name, I believe! (I believe, I believe é I believe, I believe!) 



PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION AND THE CHURCH  

P: Gracious Lord, we praise You for the blessings You bestow on us daily. 

We feel Your love and care all around us. We come before You now humbly in prayer, 

laying our concerns at Your feet.  

C: May You grant to us what we truly need, forgiveness, life, and salvation, through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

P: God of life and peace, You gave us the Bible for us to know that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in His name.  

C: Give to each of us a zeal for studying and learning Your Word. Bless and give the 

guidance of Your Holy Spirit to those who preach and teach. May we joyfully 

together proclaim that Jesus is our Lord, and our God.  

P: There is one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ, who ascended to 

His Father, and who makes intercession for us. 

C: Ascended Christ, we long to be with You. Draw us to Your Word and feed us by 

Your Sacrament, that You may keep us in faith until the day of Your returning. 

We pray hear us, Lord Jesus. 

P: Ascended Christ, You have reclaimed Your rightful place as ruler of the nations.  

 Bless our world with peaceable leaders and citizens who pursue the common good.  

C: Ascended Christ, Your heart remains with the humble. Give holy purpose to all 

who serve, particularly those who go unnoticed. Be their strength and 

satisfaction. We pray hear us, Lord Jesus.  

P: Ascended Christ, You answer the fears of the lonely with the promise, ñI am with you 

always.ò Be a comfort to those who feel isolated and alone. Heal those who struggle in 

body or spirit, drawing near with Your mercy.  

C: Ascended Christ, just as You brought heavenôs goodness to lowly men, so also You 

make a place for humanity in eternal glory. Bring comfort to those who grieve the 

death of loved ones, and reassure them that You have opened paradise to all who 

believe. We pray hear us, Lord Jesus.  

P: There is one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ. Hear us, Lord 

Jesus, that our Father may answer us according to the riches of Your mercy and grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE LORDôS PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me." In the same way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

"Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: And also with you.   

 

COMMUNION 

 

 

ñStill Waters (Psalm 23)ò - Ginny leads 

 

 

 

 

Lead 

All 

Harmony 

Throughout our lives many times itôs been saidð ñWrite scripture on your heart for when you need it 

'Cause anxiety hates Psalm twenty-three, so just say it to yourself 'til you believe itò 

And I'm feeling like I'm needing it right now  
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He leads me by still waters 'til my fears are gone 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 

I know You are with me my Father, my friend 

Your goodness and mercy will follow me all of my days. I know by Your still waters I'm safe 
 

Lord, I believe You can set me at ease; Turn this broken piece of me to peace and quiet 

I know there's power in Your word, so I'll say it over and over 'til my soul's reminded 
 

Chorus: Oh, The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want 

  He leads me by still waters 'til my fears are gone 

  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 

  Oh, I know You are with me, My Father, my friend 

  Your goodness and mercy will follow me all of my days 

  I know by Your still waters I'm safe 
 

Still waters run through any valley I could find 

Iôm laying fear down here at Heavenôs river side 

Your Word has been true in every season of my life 

I believe, yes, I believe that 
 

Still waters run through any valley I could find 

Iôm laying fear down here at Heavenôs river side 

Your Word has been true in every season of my life 

I believe, yes, I believe -> Chorus 



ñIndescribableò - Patty leads 

Lead 

All 

Harmony 

 

 

 

 

Solo 

  

  

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, 

Creation's revealing Your majesty. 

From the colors of fall to the fragrance of spring, 

Every creature unique in the song that it sings, all exclaiming:    
     

 Chorus: Indescribable, uncontainable, 

 You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

 You are amazing God 

 All powerful, untameable, 

 Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

 You are amazing God. 
       

Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go 

Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow? 

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 

Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night? 

None can fathom.  Chorus 
   

Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing God 

Incompôrable, unchangeable 

You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same 

You are amazing God. You are amazing God. 



 

 

ñGod So Lovedò - Ginny leads  

 

THE BENEDICTION  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come all you weary, come all you thirsty, Come to the well that never runs dry. 

Drink of the water; come and thirst no more. 

Come all you sinners, come find His mercy, Come to the table; He will satisfy. 

Taste of His goodness; find what you're looking for. 
 

Chorus: For God so loved, the world that He gave us 

   His one and only, Son to save us 

   Whoever believes in Him, will live forever.     

 

<Instrumental?> 
 

Bring all your failures, bring your addictions, 

Come lay them down at the foot of the cross. 

Jesus is waiting there with open arms. -> Chorus 
 

The power of hell forever defeated! Now it is well- I'm walking in freedom! 

For God so loved, God so loved the world. 
 

Praise God, praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, praise Him for the wonders of His love! (2X) 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave us 

His one and only Son to save -> Chorus 
 

The power of hell forever defeated! Now it is well- I'm walking in freedom! 

For God so loved, God so loved the world. 
 

Bring all your failures, bring your addictions, 

Come lay them down at the foot of the cross. 

Jesus is waiting. God so loved the world. 



ñDonôt Stop Prayinò - James leads  

DISMISSAL 

Joseph: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!                                            C: Thanks be to God! 

Song selection: Lor Smith & Dorothy Sherrod 
Worship design oversight: Pastor Detrie 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

What's your impossible, Your I need a miracle? 

What's got you barely hanginô by a single thread? 

What looks so hopeless now? What weighs down your heart with doubt? 

You beg for a breakthrough, but no sign of breakthrough yet 
 

pC: When you've cried, anô you've cried, 'til your tears run dry 

 The answer won't come, anôyou don't know why 

 Anôyou wonder if you can bow your head, evôn one more time 

 (Oh, do it one more time) 
 

Ch: Don't stop pray~inô. Don't stop callinô on Jesus' name 

 Keep on poundinô on heavôn's door. Let your knees wear out the floor 

 Don't stop believe~ingô, 'cause mountains move with just a little faith 

 Anôyour Father's heard, evôry single word you're sayinô~ So don't stop pray~inô 
  

He is close to brokenhearted. Saves those who are crushed in spirit 

The Alpha and Omega knows how your story ends pC -> Ch 
 

Tag: (Donôt stop, donôt stop prayinô) (Donôt stop, donôt stop prayinô) 

 No, donôt stop prayinô (Donôt stop, donôt stop prayinô) 
 

Don't stop prayinô for the prodigal. Don't stop prayinô for the miracle 

Hallelujah, hallelujah and amen! (amen) 

Don't stop prayinô that addictions end. Don't stop prayinô for deliverance 

Hallelujah, hallelujah and amen! (amen) 

Don't stop prayinô for the sickness healed. Don't stop prayinô for His power revealed 

Hallelujah, hallelujah and amen! (amen) 

Don't stop prayinô for the kingdom come. Don't stop prayinô that His will be done 

Hallelujah, hallelujah and amen! (amen) 
 

Ch -> (Tag) -> Donôt stop now, no, donôt stop prayinô 
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