
 



 
THE WELCOME  

THE HYMN OF INVOCATION 

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

THE INVOCATION  
P:  We worship tonight in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Praise the Lord, all nations! 

C: Extol Him, all peoples! 

P: For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

C: And the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

P: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 

C: Bring an offering, and come into His courts! 

 



 

 THE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P: We remember our Baptism with the trinitarian invocation, recalling and confessing 

before heaven, earth, and hell all that God has given us in our Baptism: victory over 

death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, God’s grace, the entire Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit with His gifts. How do we rightly use our Baptism? 

C: We rightly use our Baptism when we live in repentance and faith in the triune 

God, who has made us His beloved children.  

P: When Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan River, the Father                  

declared Jesus as His Son with whom He is well pleased. In our Baptism, Paul wrote 

that we were joined to our Lord’s death and resurrection, enabling us to walk in 

newness of life. We also learn in the Small Catechism, all centered on God’s Word, the 

lasting gifts received in Baptism including the forgiveness of sins: rescue from death 

and the devil, and eternal life to all who believe this. Let us reaffirm our faith in what 

God has done for us through Holy Baptism. Do you renounce the devil and all his 

works and all his ways? 

C: I do renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

C: Yes, I believe. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He will come to judge the living and  the dead? 

C: Yes, I believe. 

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

C: Yes, I believe. 

P: In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and we were united with Christ. Yet, we have often lived as if 

we were entirely independent and autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were 

not in Jesus, but in our own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn 

back to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 

 [You are invited to kneel.] 

C: Heavenly Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew 

us, and unite us to Your name. 



 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In Baptism, you 

were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You were buried with Him, 

but also raised to walk in newness of life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

THE COLLECT 
P: Let us pray together. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, 

You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  

C: Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children 

and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

WE PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” LSB 589 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS Luke 3:15-22 
 15 

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 
16 

John answered them all, saying,  

 “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 

His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
18 

So with 

many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
19 

But Herod the 

tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all 

the evil things that Herod had done, 
20 

added this to them all, that he locked up John 

in prison. 

 

 Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, let each promise still my fear. 
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor that I cling to You forever! 
 

 Lord, Your words are waters living when my thirsting spirit pleads. 
Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; on Your words my spirit feeds. 

Lord, Your words will be my light through death’s cold and dreary night; 

Yes, they are my sword prevailing and my cup of joy unfailing! 



 

 

 
21 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 

and was praying, the heavens were opened, 
22 

and the Holy Spirit descended on him 

in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SERMON HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” LSB 405 
Luther’s magnificent baptismal hymn, our Hymn of the Day,  

“To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord,” is noteworthy for its skillful weaving together 
the event of Jesus’ Baptism with its meaning for our own Baptism.  

Let us sing it as we hear the Gospel and remember our Baptism.  

 

THE SERMON  
 

THE RESPONSE “Baptized in Water” [LSB 789] 
 
 

 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our king; 

Born of one Father, we are His children -Joyfully now God's praise we sing.  



 

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 

THE OFFERING HYMN AND OFFERING 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION  

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. Lord, You spoke all creation into being, beginning with light.  

C: In this Epiphany season and all our days, grant us faith to see the light of Your 

providing hand, the guidance of the light of Your Word, and our Savior as the 

light of the world. Help us to shine Your light of truth and grace to this dark 

world, that others may know You and rejoice in Your name.   

P: Lord of all grace, though our many sins and shortcomings weigh heavy on our hearts, 

You come to us in Your means of grace and give new life. Help us to daily remember 

our Baptism, rejoicing in our identity as Your own children and part of Your family.  

 



C: With Christ as the head, bless this family of believers within Your Church that 

through worship and fellowship all may be blessed with encouragement, 

support, service, and a zeal for growing in and sharing Your Word. Bless all 

families and homes that parents and children may remain steadfast in faith, 

trusting in You above all things.  

P: Lord of all comfort, following the Baptism of Jesus He would seek the lost, heal the 

sick, and show compassion to all. Shower Your mercy, grace and comfort on those 

affected by the recent fires and storms, grieving the loss of loved ones, cherished 

possessions and property. 

C: Protect and guide the first responders, as they minister in Your name. 

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. At 

His Baptism in the Jordan River, He began His active ministry by the power of Your 

Spirit and Your mighty declaration that He is forever Your beloved Son. Sharing our 

own flesh and blood, He delivered us from sin and death by His sacrifice on the cross. 

Now by His resurrection from the dead, all who are baptized in Him will live forever. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,               

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the               

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me." In this way also He 

took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  

"Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  
 

THE AGNUS DEI  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

THE COMMUNION 
If you are a guest with us this evening and would like to commune, please read the article on the back page 

before communing with us. You are welcome to stand or kneel at the communion rail. 
 

THE COMMUNION HYMN ”Feed Us Now” 



 THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: John said, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming 

C: Will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

C: So that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

P: Blessed be His glorious name forever; 

C: May the whole earth be filled with His glory! 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

C: Amen. Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping that awake we may 

watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, at the Baptism of Jesus, You revealed Him as Your beloved Son. 

Unite me to Christ, that I may daily die to sin and arise to newness of life,  

so that I might share the truth of Your Gospel. Amen. 

 



THE CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” LSB 924 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Amen. 



The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
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Those Serving Us in Worship Tonight 

As You come to the Lord's Supper, you are affirming with each communicant 

that Jesus is your Savior and Lord, that with Lutheran Christians, you believe His 

Body and Blood are present and you desire to serve Him as a dynamic disciple in 

the fellowship of all believers. Our Holy Communion practice is called "CLOSE" 

communion, not "CLOSED" communion. "Close" communion invites all those 

who answer the following questions in the affirmative. We DO seek to help each 

visitor and member, to prepare for the celebration of the Sacrament. If you have 

not communed with us before, or if you cannot answer yes to the questions 

below, please speak to our Pastor or an Elder before communing. 
 

1.  Have I been baptized in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit? 

2. Do I believe that I am a sinful human being without hope of eternal life 

except for God's mercy in Christ? 

3.  Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son and my personal Savior from 

sin, death, and the power of the devil? 

4.  Do I believe that Jesus Christ is personally present in the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion with His true Body and Blood? 

5.  Do I intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to live a Godly life? 
  

At Messiah, Communion is distributed in a manner whereby the individual cup, 

followed by the common cup, are offered at the same table. Communicants 

seated on the left side of the Sanctuary proceed to the altar first, standing 

behind the usher. Then the communicants on the right side will proceed to the 

altar, also standing behind the usher. This will provide a prayerful setting 

surrounding the significance of receiving Christ's body and blood. 
 

A light, alcohol-free wine is offered in clear glasses in the individual trays.  

Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher table in the back. 


