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WE CONFESS OUR FAITH-The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

“That was a foolish 
decision.” Maybe 
you have said that to 
yourself after a 
thoughtless word or 
action. Our human 
foolishness is noted 
in two hymns in 
Lutheran Service 
Book. In the 
paraphrase of Psalm 
23 in “The King of 
Love My Shepherd 
Is,” we sing of our 
Good Shepherd: 
“Perverse and 
foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love He 
sought me” (LSB 
709:3). And in a 
hymn based on the 
parable of the 
prodigal son, we 
sing, “As rebels, 
Lord, who foolishly 
have wandered”  
(LSB 612:1). 
Foolishness is not 
generally seen as a 
positive attribute. But 
Paul reminds his 
Corinthian readers 
and us that we are 
called to a certain 
special foolishness in 
Christ. “But God 
chose what is 
foolish . . . ; God 
chose what is weak . . 
. ; God chose what is 
low”  
(1 Cor. 1:27–28). 
And Paul writes to 
the Ephesians, 
“Blessed be the God 
and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
who . . . chose us in 
Him before the 
foundation of the 
world” (Eph 1:3–4). 
We can live as 
reflections of God’s 
most gracious 
choosing! 
 
 
 
 
 
P=Pastor 
C=Congregation 
 
In the Invocation, 
we call upon God 
to be present with 
us. We worship 
the triune God,  
remembering our 
baptism in His 
name. Amen 
means "So be it, 
it is true!"  
Matt. 18:20. 

Lord, take Eleanor in Your hand, for she is Your little lamb. 

Thank You that the name we’re giving is within the book of heaven. 

As Your precious child and heir, keep her safe within Your care. 

As her parents look to You, seek Your will in all they do, 

Help this family grow together, give their lives to You forever. 

May they here Your glory see ‘til they reach eternity. 



THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: Let us confess our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father. 

[You are invited to kneel.] 

C: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We are given 

to sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful deeds. We have transgressed 

Your law in many ways, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have often been heedless of our calling to follow in Your ways. 

Because of our sins and our sinfulness, we deserve Your punishment now 

and for eternity. Gracious God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin and restore 

us to a full and joyful relationship with You through the merits of Jesus, 

our Lord. Direct our days by Your Holy Spirit that we may joyfully follow 

Your will and gladly obey Your commandments as Your redeemed people, 

bringing the brightness of Your light to the darkened world. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now 

may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 

spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA PATRI 

 

THE KYRIE 

 

 

In Confession, 
we examine 
ourselves and 
publicly confess 
our sins.  
 
Such a 
confession at 
the beginning of 
the service 
provides a 
climate of  
acceptance. In 
spite of our 
sins, we are 
accepted by 
God, and in 
turn we can 
accept each 
other.  
I John 1:8-10;  
Rom. 7:14-8:4. 
 
 
 
The Gloria 
Patri  
comes from           
Ephesians 3:21 
“Unto Him be 
glory in the 
church by 
Christ Jesus 
throughout all 
ages, world 
without end. 
Amen.”  
 
The Kyrie is  
the prayer of 
the gathered  
congregation 
and has been 
used since the 
6th century.  
This prayer is  
encountered           
frequently in 
the Scriptures, 
such as with the 
Canaanite 
woman in  
Matthew 15:22 
and the Ten 
Lepers in  
Luke 17:13. 



THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS "Gloria in                   
Excelsis" is 
Latin for 
"Glory to God 
in the highest."               
It echoes the                   
angel’s words 
in Luke 2:14.  
With this Hymn 
of Praise we 
glorify God for 
His incarnation 
of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with your spirit. 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 

that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to 

support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

 

THE FIRST LESSON - Micah 6:1-8 
1Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the 

hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you 

enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an indictment against his 

people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 

How have I wearied you? Answer me!  For I brought you up from the land of 

Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim 

to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.” 6 “With what shall I 

come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before 

him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for 

my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O 

man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

THE GRADUAL (sung) 

P: 1O Lord, who shall sojourn | in your tent?*   

C: Who shall dwell on your | holy hill?  

P: 2He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 

C:  And speaks truth | in his heart;   

P: 3Who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his | neighbor,* 

C: Nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend;  

P: 4In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who | fear the 

Lord;* 

C: Who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 

In the Collect,  
The pastor and                 
congregation           
greet each 
other as the 
angel greeted 
Mary  
at her  
annunciation. 
(Luke 1:28).  
 
The phrase also  
indicates the  
special  
relationship  
between the                    
pastor and the                           
congregation. 
 
The First  
Lesson is taken 
from a book  
of the Old  
Testament.  
It coordinates 
with the Gospel 
lesson, and is 
found on page 
627 in the pew 
Bible.  
 
A pattern of             
Scripture  
readings for 
each week of 
the year comes 
from the Old  
Testament.  
Jesus also kept 
this practice. 
 
 
 
The Gradual is 
taken from 
Psalm 15 on 
page 453 in the 
pew Bible.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: 5Who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe against 

the | innocent.* 

C: He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 
 

THE EPISTLE LESSON - 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who 

is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 

not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach 

to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but 

we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 

of God is stronger than men. 
 

THE GOSPEL VERSE   

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the fifth chapter.  

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL - Matthew 5:1-12 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they 

shall inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10“Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed 

are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 
 
 
 
 
The Epistle           
Lesson is                       
generally from    
St. Paul’s  
letters. Today’s 
lesson is found 
on page 952 in 
the pew Bible. 
We may read 
through an  
entire book 
over several 
weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel 
Verse may 
change weekly 
or the ordinary 
verse is from 
John 6:68.      
 
We rise for the              
Holy Gospel  
as we would 
stand for Jesus 
Himself, since 
the Gospel is 
His living Word 
to us. 
 
 
 
The Holy                
Gospel lesson  
is  selected  
according to  
the season or 
festival  Sunday 
of the Church 
Year, and is 
found on page 
809 in the pew 
Bible.  
  
 
 



P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S TIME - “This Little Light of Mine” 

 

THE SERMON HYMN 
 

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” - LSB 940 

We respond to 
the Word of 
God with an  
acclamation of 
praise. 
 
 
 
The Children's 
Time: We invite 
all children to 
come forward 
for the 
Children’s 
Time.  
  
A children’s 
song is sung 
that is based on 
the theme of the 
day.  
  
“Let the little 
children come 
to Me, and do 
not hinder 
them, for the 
kingdom of 
Heaven belongs 
to such as 
these.”  
Matthew 19:14 
 
The Sermon 
Hymn may                
coordinate  
with the Gospel 
lesson, or with  
the pastor’s  
sermon topic. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sermon                 
applies God’s 
Word to our 
lives and helps 
to equip us to 
fulfill our 
baptismal 
calling to new 
life in Christ. 
 
After the                     
Offering 
Prayer, we ask 
all of those 
present to 
please fill out 
an attendance 
card.    
If you are a 
guest with us 
today, please 
fill out the front 
and back of the 
card. If you 
have any 
special prayer 
requests, you 
will find a 
space for this 
on the back of 
the card.   
  
We present our 
gifts to God to 
symbolize the                            
offering of            
ourselves to the 
Lord, saying 
thank You to 
God, and 
showing we 
trust Him to 
supply all our 
needs.  
(Rom. 12:1)  

 
THE SERMON 

 

“Walking Humbly with Your God” - Micah 6:8 
 

1. God asks for our hearts, not our religious effort. 

2. Humble faith receives God’s goodness instead of trying to repay Him. 

3. Jesus walks humbly for us and invites us to walk with Him. 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S TEACHING “Doxology” 

 

THE OFFERING PRAYER AND OFFERING 

 

THE ANTHEM “My Jesus” 

 

Are you past the point of weary? 

Is your burden weighing heavy? 

Is it all too much to carry? 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus. 

Do you feel that empty feeling, 

'cause shame's done all its stealing, 

And you're desperate for some healing? 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus. 



 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION AND THE CHURCH 

P: In hopeful expectation that the Lord of Epiphany will brighten our dark world 

with the light of the Gospel, let us pray to the God of all mercy. O Lord, You 

are the Maker of Light and of all that is good.  

C: We thank and praise You that You rule all things, care for each of us, and 

want all people to know Your mercy and love as it has been revealed in 

Christ Jesus. Lord, continue to sustain us by Your grace, that we may ever 

praise and adore Your holy name.  

P: O Lord of hosts, You are most holy, and the earth is full of Your glory. Watch 

over the nations of the earth. Give good rulers. Establish and sustain the peace. 

Let Your will be done in every place.  

C: We ask that You defend and bless our nation, its leaders in every state, 

city, and town, and the government employees who serve the citizens of 

this land. Give them a desire to serve faithfully in their callings, for the 

welfare of all citizens.  

P: God of all compassion, watch over those who suffer the effects of war, 

  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer is one of  
the marks of the          
congregation  
gathered in  
worship,  
according to  
Acts 2:42.  
 
Here the  
congregation,  
established and 
gathered by 
God according 
to His purpose, 
agrees together 
on earth that it 
may be done for 
them by the 
Father in 
heaven, as 
prayers,  
supplications, 
and 
thanksgivings 
are offered for 
all in authority 
and all sorts of 
human need. 

Chorus: 

 He makes a way where there ain't no way, rises up from an empty grave. 

 Ain't no sinner that He can't save. Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus. 

 His love is strong, and His grace is free, 

 And the good news is I know that He 

 Can do for you what He's done for me. Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus, 

 And let my Jesus change your life! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen, amen!  
 

Who can wipe away the tears from broken dreams and wasted years, 

And tell the past to disappear? Oh, and let me tell you 'bout my Jesus. 

And all the wrong turns that you would go and undo if you could- 

Who can work it all for your good?  

Let me tell you about my Jesus. Chorus 
 

Who would take my cross to Calvary? Pay the price for all my guilty? 

Who would care that much about me? Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

Oh~ Chorus 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Let my Jesus change your life! 



violence, and natural catastrophe. Watch over the innocent in war-torn regions, 

facing injury and death at the hands of those who oppose peace. Protect Your 

precious ones, who continue their struggle to survive. Bless those who are 

trying to provide relief for them with safety and courage, as they minister in 

Your name. 

C: Grant to Your Church renewed vigor to take the good news of salvation to 

all who are without the hope of eternal life. Surround those who go in 

Your name to these dangerous areas of the world with Your hedge of 

protection. 

P: Lord, may we clothe ourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and forbearance.  

C: May we treat others with grace, forgiving as You have taught us to do. 

Help us to follow in the footsteps of our faithful shepherd, Jesus, who laid 

down his life for the sake of love. Glorify His name as You equip us with 

everything needed for doing Your will.  

P: Now to Him who is able and ready to supply all human needs, whose light 

shines forth in His Epiphany, be all glory and honor, forever and ever.  

C: Amen.  

 
More prayer                          
requests for the 
week are  
located in the  
Announcement 
Guide.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

 The Lord look upon you with His favor and give you His peace. 

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

O God, our loving Father, as we run and grow weary and walk and feel faint in 

this earthly life of trials, troubles, and temptations, raise us up by Your grace that 

we be invigorated by Your Word and the hope affirmed through Christ’s empty 

tomb. Jesus, my Savior, I know that You served others while You were here on 

earth, leaving a perfect example of how I, too, should live. Help me, through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, to serve You in all I do for others. Shine Your light 

through me, and use me to lead others to You. Amen. 

 

THE MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE 

The Lord's 
Prayer is the 
prayer Jesus 
taught to His  
disciples and to 
us in His Word. 
(Matthew 6:9-
13 and Luke 
11:2-4) 
 
We hear the  
Aaronic  
Benediction in 
which the Lord 
recognizes us 
as His people,  
putting His 
name on us, 
and  
fulfilling all  
promises in  
His name.  
(Num. 6:24-25;  
Matt. 18:19-20) 
 
We go to serve 
the Lord, by 
sharing the 
Good News as 
He leads, and 
by showing His 
love to all we 
meet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN 

 

“Take My Life, That I May Be” 

You are 
welcome to take 
this bulletin 
home and use it 
for personal  
devotions this 
week. 
Otherwise, we 
ask that you  
return it to an 
usher. Thank 
you! 
 
 
We enter to 
pray and praise 
and we leave 
with a renewed  
commitment  
to serve and  
witness! 
 



THE POSTLUDE  
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